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SUBJECT: SAUDI VISA REGULATIONS 

REF: JIDDA 0855 

1. THE SAUDI EMBASSY HAS NOW DONE AN ABOUT-FACE ON ITS 
RECENT CHANGE IN VISA REGULATIONS. THROUGHOUT A LENGTHY 
DISCUSSION WHICH WE HAD WITH THE SAUDI CONSUL HE STEAD- 
FASTLY MAINTAINED THAT THEIR PROCEDURES HAD NEVER 
CHANGED AND THAT DIFFICULTIES WE EXPERIENCED WERE IN 
SOME WAY A RESULT OF A MISUNDERSTANDING ON OUR PART. 
RATHER THAN FLOG A DEAD HORSE WE FINALLY EXPRESSED 
GRATIFICATION THAT CHANGE HAD NOT OCCURRED AND THAT WE 
LOOKED FORWARD TO PROMPT ACTION ON FUTURE CASES. 

2. NOT 24 HOURS LATER AN APPLICATION WE HAD SENT WAS 
RETURNED WITH THE COMMENT THAT NO VISA COULD BE ISSUED 
WITHOUT PRIOR CLEARANCE FROM THE SAUDI MFA. A CALL TO 
THE SAUDI EMBASSY REVEALED THAT THE ASSURANCES WE HAD 
RECEIVED FROM THE CONSUL HAD NOT BEEN COMMUNICATED TO 
HIS VISA CLERK. WE RE-SUBMITTED THE APPLICATION AND 

ARE AWAITING ISSUANCE OF THE VISA. 

3. WE ATTRIBUTE THIS AND PREVIOUS HARASSMENTS TO THE SAUDI 
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RESTRICTIVE POLICIES VIS A VIS SAUDI VISA APPLICANTS. 

THE LATEST INCIDENT WAS PROBABLY DUE TO OUR REQUESTING 
AN 1-20 FORM FROM THE AMBASSADOR'S SON. THE LATTER HAD 
ENTERED THE U.S. WITH AN A-2 VISA AND HAD BEEN STUDYING 
THERE FOR THE PAST YEAR. THE VISA HAD EXPIRED AND HE 
REQUESTED ANOTHER A-2. THE SAUDI CONSUL CLAIMED THAT 
ALL SAUDI STUDENTS RECEIVED A-2 FROM THE EMBASSY IN 
JIDDA AND AN 1-20 WAS UNNECESSARY. 

IN ANY EVENT AS FAR AS SAUDI VISAS ARE CONCERNED WE 
APPEAR TO HAVE RETURNED TO THE STATUS QUO ANTE FOR THE 
TIME BEING. 

HILT .F.NBR AND 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 FEB 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MorefiRFI 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BONN02924 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750062-0103 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750225/aaaaavxr.tel 

Line Count: 73 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION PPT 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 JIDDA 0855 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: MorefiRH 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: WITHDRAWN <10 Jun 2003 by MorefiRH, INA>; RELEASED <19 JUN 2003 by MorefiRH>; APPROVED <19 JUN 2003 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SAUDI VISA REGULATIONS 
TAGS: CVIS, SA 
To: JIDDA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



